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This is ~1ARA

MARA (Modern Assyrian Research Archive) is a digital and
physical archive about the Assyrians* in modern times. We
are a tax-exempt foundation that collects, preserves, and
makes available materials such as manuscripts, old and
historical photographs, documents, periodicals, books, and
audio and video recordings.

*Assyrians are indigenous to parts of the Middle East (Iran,
Iraq, Syria and Turkey), and today, many live in the diaspora
mainly in the USA, Europe and Russia.

MARA, founded in 2008 by academics from various countries
interested in Assyrian studies, is affiliated with the Faculty of
Asian and Middle Eastern Studies at the University of Cam
bridge. Our goal is to create the world's largest digital and
physical archive focussing on Assyrians in modern times.

Examples of material that MARA has collected and digitized.

This is ho\v MARA works

MARA's work
leads to:

• New research and
knowledge about
Assyrians

• Safe storage of
historical material

• Proliferation of
historical material to
the public

••••••

MARA collects
material about the
Assyrians from
sources worldwide.



We are creating the \;vorld's largest archive of Assyrian n1aterial

MARA's success is due, in part, to a worldwide network of
individuals, organizations, universities, and libraries. Infor
ming as many sources as possible allows us to collect
different types of material. MARA covers all costs associa
ted with getting the material to us to digitize and then either
returning or keeping it in a safe environment. Our work is
demanding and time consuming. The digitization of the

materials is a slow process. Books and documents are
scanned and audio/video recordings converted to a
digital format which all computers can manage. The
material is catalogued and made available on the Internet
at the MARA website www.AssyrianArchive.org where
all visitors can read, listen and view the materials free
of charge.

1: Ashur Yousef,' teacher, publisher and author. He was murdered in his hometown Kharput in Southeast Turkey, 2: Dance and music group Shamiram in Tehran, Iran, under
the direction of teacher and author, Lily Tamraz, 3: Brief catechism of the Assyrian Orthodox Church written by Patriarch Ignatius Afrem Barsom I, 4: Assyrian picnic arranged
by the Assyrian-American Association in Los Angeles, California, July 4th, 1934. '

Screenshot of the digital archive.



Gleanings of the material from Ass} rians around the" orld

MARA collects material worldwide where Assyrians reside. The current archive consists of material collected from Russia,
the USA, Australia, Sweden, Germany and the countries of origin of the Assyrians in the Middle East. Below are some
examples of unique Assyrian material collected and digitized from the Middle East, the USA and Russia.

From Assyrians in the 11iddle East

1. The Assyrian school in the city of
Kharput in Southeast Turkey circa
1910.

2. Assyrian dance performance with
traditional Assyrian attire. The
photograph was taken in Syria circa
1950.

Fron1 Assyrians in USA

e

1. Inauguration of St Mary's
Assyrian Apostolic Church in
Worcester, MA, USA, 1924.

2. A cover page from the periodical
Bethnahrin published by Naum
Palak (Faik) in New Jersey, USA,
from 1916-1930.

From Assyrians in Russia

1. The cover of a book containing a
speech by Lenin published in 1933
using the special Assyrian Novi
alphabet.

2. A cover from the periodical
Kukhwa d Madinkha published by
Shlimon Bet-Lazar in Tiflis,

Georgia from 1926-1938.

3. The cover of a book for teaching
Assyrian written by I. A. Bedrojev
published with the Assyrian Novi
alphabet in 1937.



Affiliation with University of Cambridge

Affiliated with the University of Cambridge in Great Britain,
MARA cooperates with libraries and institutions such as
the Harvard College Library and the Ashurbanipal Library
both in the USA and the Mesopotamian Book Collection
at Sbdertbrn University College in Stockholm, Sweden.

UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE

Books, documents and other physical material collected are deposited both at the Cambridge Univer
sity Library and the MARA archive.

The history is building the future - MARA needs your support

The history of the Assyrians in modern times is a continuation of thousands of years of culture from its
origins in Beth Nahreen (Mesopotamia). This modern history deserves to and must be preserved for
posterity. MARA is a non-profit foundation organized and directed by persons committed to the preser
vation of modern Assyrian history.

MARA's goal and ideals are unique, but the work is costly. Therefore, MARA seeks financial assis
tance from individuals, institutions and companies worldwide to meet its goal. If you wish to support
MARA's objective, please donate.

How to support MARA

Here are several ways to support MARA*:

Bank Giro
Service PayPal

Our website, www.AssyrianArchive.org, provides specific information on the various methods for
donating to MARA.

* For residents of the USA, donations should be made through the Assyrian Foundation of America.
See our website for further instructions.

Thank you in advance for your kind donation!
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